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SUB J : PRODUCERS AND EXPORTERS OF TROPICAL WOOD 
MEET IN ABIDJAN 

1 . DEVELOPING COUNTRY PRODUCERS AND EXPORTERS OF TROPICAL 
WOOD MET RECENTLY IN ABIDJAN TO CONSOLIDATE THEIR 
POSITION FOR THE UPCOMING FOURTH UNCTAD PREPARATORY SESSION 
ON TROPICAL WOOD. 

2. IN THE OPENING SPEECH ON JUNE 28, IVORY COAST'S MINISTER 
OF WATER AND FORESTS, KOFFI ATTOBRA, SET THE TONE AND 
OUTLINED THE GOALS FOR THE CURRENT SESSION. HE POINTED 

OUT THAT HARDWOOD PRODUCERS AND EXPORTERS ARE VICTIMS OF 
THE UNCONTROLLABLE FLUCTUATIONS OF PRIMARY COMMODITY MARKETS. 
IN ADDITION, HE SAID THAT THE HARDWOOD MARKET IN PARTICULAR 
HAS BEEN DEPRESSED FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS IN RESPONSE TO 
WORLDWIDE RECESSION AND THE CONSEQUENT TURNDOWN IN THE 
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN CONSUMER COUNTRIES. 

3. TO AMELIORATE THE SITUATION, THE MINISTER SUGGESTED 
SEVERAL SHORT AND LONG-TERM MEASURES WHICH HE ENCOURAGED 
THE PRODUCERS TO PRESS FOR IN THE UPCOMING UNCTAD SESSION. 
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IN THE SHORT TERM, KOFFI ATTOBRA FAVORS A COMMODITY 
AGREEMENT WHICH WOULD SET MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM PRICES 
FOR HARWOODS AND WOULD ESTABLISH SOME SORT OF STABILIZATION 
PROGRAM TO KEEP THE MARKET FROM FLUCTUATING WILDLY. IN 
THE LONG TERM. THE MINISTER PROPOSED MORE FAR REACHING 
MEASURES WHICH WOULD ALLOW PRODUCING COUNTRIES TO BETTER 
MANAGE THEIR RESOURCES AND ALL THEM TO DEVELOP WOOD- 
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BASED INDUSTRIES SO THAT THEY COULD BENEFIT FROM RETURNS 
ON VALUE ADDED. 

4. IN THE AREA OF BETTER MANAGEMENT, TWO CONCRETE 
PROPOSALS WERE PUT FORWARD. THE FIRST WOULD BE TO 
FORMULATE A UNIFORM AND GLOBAL CLASSIFICATION FOR ALL 
HARDWOODS, CATEGORIZING AND IDENTIFYING LESS KNOWN AND 
COMPLETELY UNKNOWN SPECIES. WITH SUCH A LISTING. LESS 
POPULAR SPECIES COULD BE IDENTIFIED AND POPULARIZED IN 

A WAY THAT HAS BEEN IMPOSSIBLE IN THE PAST, THUS 
SIMPLIFYING MANY COMMERCIAL EXCHANGES. THE SECOND 
SUGGESTION WOULD BE TO ESTABLISH AN AGREED UPON GLOBAL 
SCHEDULE OF FREIGHT RATES. EQUALIZING FAIRLY THE COSTS 
OF SHIPPING BETWEEN CONTINENTS. KOFFI ATTOBRA CONTENDS 
THAT CURRENT SCHEDULES DISCRIMINATE AGAINST AFRICA IN 
PARTICULAR. 

5. IN TERMS OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT, A PROGRAM TO 
INCREASE WOOD RELATED INDUSTRIES WOULD HAVE SEVERAL 
BENEFITS, ACCORDING TO THE MINSTER. FIRST, AND MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, IT WOULD STIMULATE DEVELOPMENT IN NON- 
INDUSTIAL ECONOMIES. SECONDLY, IT WOULD REDUCE THE 
INEQUALITY IN THE TERMS OF TRADE BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES BY ADDING INCOME TO THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES' ACCOUNTS. FINALLY. PARTICIPATION IN 
COMMERCIALIZATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF WOOD PRODUCTS 
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BY PRODUCER COUNTRIES WOULD PUT THEM IM A BETTER POSITION 
TO INFLUENCE THE MARKET AND DECREASE DESTABILIZING FACTORS. 

6. IN CLOSING, THE MINSTER CALLED FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS 

TO AGREE ON A UNITED POSITION SO THAT THEY COULD INCREASE 
THEIR CHANCES OF HAVING THEIR PROPOSALS ADOPTED AT THE 
UPCOMING UNCTAD SESSION. 

7. DIRECTOR OF CABINET OF MINISTRY FOR WATER AND FORESTS 
INFORMED EMBOFF THAT NO CONCRETE POSITIONS WERE AGREED 
UPON DURING THE MEETING. RALHER, AFTER DISCUSSING THE 
FOLLOWING TOPICS (MANY OF WHICH WERE RAISED BY MINISTER 
KOFFI ATTOBRA), A REQUEST WAS MADE TO THE UNCTAD SECRETARIAT 
TO PREPARE PRODUCER POSITIONS: MEANS OF STABILIZING THE 
MARKET FOR TROPICAL HARDWOODS, INCLUDING MAXIMUM AND 
MINIMUM PRICES; STORAGE PROBLEMS; FINANCING OF REFORESTA- 
TION, INCLUDING POSSIBLE CONSUMER NATION 

PARTICIPATION; MEANS OF INCREASING PROCESSING OF TIMBER 
BEFORE IT IS EXPORTED; MARITIME PROBLEMS; TECHNOLOGY 
TRANSFER AND STUDIES OF NEW MARKETS FOR TROPICAL HARDWOODS 
INCLUDING THE LDCS. 

STEARNS 
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